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Synopsis

This casebook contains 146 federal court of appeals decisions that address price-fixing in the
context of antitrust law. The selection of decisions spans from 2003 through the date of publication
and is organized by jurisdiction. The decisions are listed in the order of frequency of citation. The
most cited decisions appear higher in each section.Section 1 of the Sherman Act is designed to
prevent businesses from entering into collusive agreements. Price-fixing agreements exist between
sellers who collude to set their prices above or below prevailing market prices. But buyers may also
violate Section 1 by forming what is sometimes known as a "buyers’ cartel." Buyer cartels, the
object of which is to force the prices that suppliers charge the members of the cartel below the
competitive level, are illegal per se. Just as a sellers’ cartel enables the charging of monopoly
prices, a buyers’ cartel enables the charging of monopsony prices; and monopoly and monopsony
are symmetrical distortions of competition from an economic standpoint." Omnicare, Inc. v.
UnitedHealth Group, Inc., 629 F. 3d 697 (7th Circuit 2011)
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